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ITEM: Happy New Year, Faithful Ones! We've 
been working ‘round the clock to come up 
with more exciting new titles to make 1990 
our best year ever. Next month we'll give you 
the details on our New Titles Contest—a 
special competition tied to our 1990 pre- 
mieres! Also, 1990 marks the big fiftieth anni- 
versary of MARVEL COMICS #1 and the red, 
INE,| white, and blud Avenger, Captain America! 
There'll be lots of celebrating, not the least of 
which will be the release of the live-action 
Captain America movie from 21st Century 
Films. So stick around, 1990 won't be any 
fun without you! 
ITEM: We're sure youre just as thrilled about 
the Berlin Wall coming down as we are, that 
in the interest of world peace we just can't 
resist telling you that mighty Marvel and our 
good pals at DC Comics have gotten to- 
gether on a special project that's not only 
tons of fun, but educational, too. It’s called 
Super Heroes: A High Tech Adventure! It's a 
traveling exhibit featuring Marvel and OC 
super heroes explaining contemporary 
physics to children. It's already too late to 
catch the show in Portland, Oregon and Los 
Angeles, California, but if you're lucky you 
can see the exhibit, at the Detroit Science 
Cenf®r, Detroit, Michigan, February through 
April; the Museum of Science and Industry, 
Tampa, Florida, June through August; the 
Indianapolis Children's Museum, Indianap- 
Olis, Indianna, October through December; 
the Cumberland Science Center, Nashville, 
Tennessee, February through April 1991; 
Discovery Place, Charlotte, North Carolina, 
June through August 1991; The Franklin in- 
tose i en baal Airaid pean 
1 remember— 1 through December 1991; the Museum of 
veo. ee ec ocen oe History and Science, Louisville, Kentucky, 
June through August 1992; Fort Worth 
Museum of History and Science, Fort Worth, 
| Texas, October through December 1992. 
We'll let you know when additional dates are 
announced, right here in your friendly, 


> Hi, Heroes! Not only does munificent 

4 Marvel wish you a Happy New Year, but 
: we'fe doing our best to make it happy for 
ess pti what better example can | give 
Et iS... . 


jarvel's most exciting projects, plus 
Previews of ail our newest stories, 
: plus columns, interviews, cartoons and 
; illustrations giving you the latest news and 
gossip about the wacky world of Marvel, as 
; well as behind the scenes glimpses of the’ 
| artists and writers who have become so 
much a part of all our lives—and because’ 
I've got to end this convoluted sentence 
somewhere— you'll now be able to buy your’ 
batty bulipen's own MARVEL AGE MAGAZINE 

; wherever comics are sold! 
No, no! Don't rane us with grateful 
- letters and phone calls! Save your energy for 
- scanning the television listings to see when 
NBC's next and greatest HULK TV movie will 
— be broadcast! You can't miss a show titled 
“The Death of the Hulk,” right? Especially 
since it's not a dream or an imaginary plot! 
You'll find more info about this senses-shat: 
tering oe in MARVEL AGE MAGAZINE! 


WEB OF SPIDER-MAN, PSI-FORCE, and 
more issues of DAZZLER than any human 
being on the face of the planet. 

Marvel Freelance credits (present): Writer 
on-FANTASTIC FOUR GRAPHIC NOVEL 
(“Fathers and Sons”), AVENGERS GRAPHIC. 
NOVEL (‘Deathtrap: the Vault"), the legen- 
dary “Deadly Foes of Spider-Man” serial in 
MARVEL COMICS PRESENTS, a host of 
WHAT IF. . .2s, Gilgamesh (in AVENGERS 
SPOTLIGHT), &nd an upcoming new series 
I'm not allowed to mention. 

My hobbies are: Jogging, reading, listening 
to talk radio. 

The single work of which | am most proud 
is: The Thing sqlo story (“The Day After’) in 
MARVEL FANFARE #46. 

My pet peeves are: Too endless to even 
begin to list. 

My place of birth is: New York, N.Y. 

My greatest accomplishment outside the 
comics field is: Having a New York showing 
of some films I'd made. 

My oddest habit is: Odder than some 
¢ people's, not as odd as others! , 

if they were making a movie of my life, I'd 
like to see my part played by: Sean Connery. 
Editor on: MOON KNIGHT, CLOAK, (Hey, the word “appropriate” doesn't appear 
AND DAGGER, ALPHA FLIGHT, and NEW in the question!) 

WARRIORS. The reason | got into comics was: Stein- 
Marvel freelance credits (past): Writer on brenner couldn't match Marvel's offer. 


PRO FILE: 
DANNY FINGEROTH 


neighborhood Bullpen page. (Who says we + 
never give you enough rearnar We think 
it's a great show, fun for the whole family, and 
it proves that in this crazy, mixed-up world of 
ours, two mighty super powers can work 
together for the good of mankind. 

ITEM: A few months back we had our annual 
wild and crazy Halloween party, and it was a 
blast! Mark Gruenwald, our wild and crazy 
Executive Editor, organized ail sorts of wild 
and crazy party activities, mainly a series of 
wild and crazy contests between our produc- 
tion personnel and our editorial crew. The 
powerhouse Production team pummeled 
the pathetic pencil-pushers from Editorial. 
For all the gory details check out the latest 
issue of MARVEL AGE MAGAZINE. Wed 
rather not relive the agony of our defeat just 
now, if you don’t mind. 

ITEM: Let's hear it for Soft-spoken Scott 
Lobdell, one of our new shining stars who 
has scripted many a tale in MARVEL COM- 
ICS PRESENTS. Not only is Scott strug- 
gling to make a name for himself in comics, 
but he's also a struggling comic. That's the 
stand-up kind. A comedian. Well, anyway, 
after the tragic San Francisco earthquake 
last year, Scott organized a fund-raising ef- 
fort by getting a bunch of comedy clubs to 
band together to hold Quake-Aid nights 
which would turn over all proceeds to the 
American Red Cross to help the earthquake 
victims. We hear it was a big success, and 
we're proud of you, Scott. No kidding. 

ITEM: Last, and certainly not least, we're 
proud to report that on a recent MTV special, 
“Rating the Eighties,” the UNCANNY X-MEN 
won the award for coolest comic of the de- 
cade! Congratulations, Chris’ Claremont! 
We're positive the next ten years aren't going 
to be anything to sneeze at either, as far as 
our merry mutants are concerned! By the 
way, we think MTV was the coolest music 
video station of the eighties, just in case 
anyone was wondering. Thanks, again, MTV! 


People who knew me in high schoo! 
thought ! was: Actually gonna be a profes- 
sional writer. 

My favorite performers are: Bob Dylan, 
Van Morrison, Marion Brando, and David 
Letterman. 

The last good book | read was: New York 
Son, stories by Mike Feder. 

The last good movie | saw was: Warlock, a 
50s “psychological western” starring Henry 
Fonda. 

The biggest influences on my work in- 
clude: My family and my friends, of course. 
Plus: Stan Lee, Jack Kirby, Steve Ditko, 
Orson Welles, Jim Shooter, Larry Lieber, 
Harvey Pekar (who'd probably be distressed 
to find himself on this list), the SUNY 
Binghamton Cinema Department, Hank 
(“Mr.”) Levy, Mickey Mantle, Tom DeFalco, 
and Louise Jones. 

My greatest unfulfilled ambition in the 
comics field is: To be the regular writer on 
the FANTASTIC FOUR, Ralph. 

The worst part of my job is: Telling people 
bad news. 

When nobody's looking | like to: Pretend 
I'm Mick Jagger. Or Daryl Edelman. 

The one thing | really want the world to 
know about me is: I'm one of the country’s 
top ten parallel parkers.’(No relation to Rick 
or Peter!) 
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Attention correspondents: All letters considered for publication must include your name and address, though we will withhold that information upon request. 


Dear Chris, 

Thank you for restoring my faith in you. 
As of issues #251 and 253, you have brought 
the X-Men back to the heights of greatness 
they have been falling short of for quite a 
while. Your current storyline has brought 
back the elements of the X-Men that 
established It as one of the top books in the 
market today. The X-MEN Is not an 
“episodic’ book, where the characters tight 
intergalactic villains every two issues, but 
father a book where It takes several issues to 
develop a storyline. And these storylines 
never really end, but rather overlap each 
other; because while the story does deal with 
adventure and super-heroics, it mainly deals 
with the characters themselves, and how they 
grow and change and interact with each other 
throughout their lives. 


You see, “The Uncanny X-Men* is not 
the title of a comic book, but rather a group of 
characters; more importantly, a family. It's a 
group where the characters aren't Wolverine, 
Storm, and Professor X, but Logan, Ororo, 
and Charlie. You have a gift, Mr. Claremont; 
a gift to take a group of characters and not 
only explore them and cause them to grow, 
but ‘to have them actually form a family 
where, as Logan so often put it, they “take 
care of (their) own.° That was very special, 
Chris, and now | sense that you're coming 
back to that. Bringing back characters such 
as Banshee, Magneto, and Amanda proves 
to me that you're trying to return to that 
direction. | think if you lay off the crossovers 
for awhile, you will have time to develop the 
characters, both individually, and as a family, 
and bring back that style of yours that we all 
know and love. 


itended this to be a short latter, and | 
apologize it | got carried away. It's just that ! 
tespect you very much, and | admire your 
writing style immensely. | think if you guys 
just stopped trying to put the X-Men into 
every crossover under the sun, and 
Concentrated on developing them in their own 
book, you could take this title to even greater 
heights than before. Some of the greatest X- 
Men stories told were ‘when the only place 
the X-Men were featured was in their own 
book. it was because you didn’t have to 
worry about all the guest-stars, and writing all 
the crossovers, and you could devote all your 
energy to the X-MEN. Don't try to cram 
everything in at once. Slow down. Relax. 
And enjoy. Thanks for listening. 


Marc Blevins 


Rt. 16 RRS Box 146 
Lebanon, CT 06249 


Thanks for reading, Marc. 


Dear Gentlemen: 
) have been following the X-Men for 


about 12 years, through Sentinels, Phoenixes 
(Phoenixii?), Hellfire Club, Shi'ar, Secret 
Wars, massive mutant malignmaent, Prof. X 
going bye-bye, and about two dozen we're- 
the-only-ones-who-can-save-the-galaxy-and 
we-pull-it-off-with-two- nahoseconds-to-spare 
storylines. Now, \'m not knocking these pilots, 
because the team members are super heroes 
(so major slugfests are in their contract) and | 
tather enjoy the ingenuity involved in the 
scripts. 


However, the most enjoyable part of the 
X-MEN has been to watch the characters 
grow from no-dimensional off-the-shelf good 
guys into well-rounded, likable characters 
with the very real hopes and dreams and 
fears--in short, into human beings | can 
identify with. Some of my favorite scenes are 
of: Kurt putting away the image inducer; 
Peter and later Kitty caring for tllyana; Ororo 
finding the strength to be a leader; Logan 
tealizing that Ororo is a better leader than he; 
Alex standing beside the woman he loves 
(Madelyne) because he loves her, even 
though we know he's soooo wrong; and of 
course, my all-time favorite issue: #153, 
“Kitty's Fairy Tale* (honest!). 


All of these examples demonstrate not 
a bunch of super-powered yobbos throwing 
buildings at each other, but normal, caring, 
fragile individuals dealing with problems 
similar to ours. We've never punched out 
Nomad, but we constantly deal with 
interpersonal traumas. Because we can 
relate to the latter, we can empathize with the 
characters and their problems. This in turn 
makes their triumphs more meaningful 
because it allows us to more readily accept 
them as substitutes for ourselves. 


Yeesh--I'm beginning to sound like a 
shrink. Simply put, | enjoy characters whe 
express their humanity because it makes 
them more interesting and realistic. It makes 
me feel heroic because | can more easily 
project myself into their situations and beat 
the bad guys. 


| hope the new team will embody more 
of these concepts than the last. | feel one of 
the problems with the old team (aside from 
never catching a breath between huge 
horrible nasty confrontations) was that most 
were well-established Marvel Universe 
characters with matching egos. They brought 
a lot of emotional baggage and personal 
jendas with them which hampered their 
cohesiveness and willingness to open up and 
form a unit. 


The new team will hopefully have a lot 
of fresh faces and unexplored backgrounds, 
with just a touch of the good Professor's 
legacy. It would be refreshing to see:a bunch 
of relative novices build a new “family” 
without having to run out and save the world 
every moming. 


Okay, that's my two cents worth. Take it 
for what it's worth, but remember there are a 
lot of non-adolescents out here who know 
that setting off a smoke detector can be 
almost as annoying as shooing away an 
unwanted Galactus. 

So until Professor X sports a mohawk, 
Make Mine Marvel! 


Duncan P. Sandiland 
24 Canyon Place 
El Sobrante, CA 94803 


Dear X-Guys, 

Rogue is not dead. It's true, she and 
Elvis Presley are working at a local 7-11. 
When | questioned her she denied everything 
and poured me a slurpee from a machine that 
resembled the Master Mold. 


Kris Collins 
4837 Coleride St. 
Pittsburgh, PA 15201 


Dear X-Statt, 

Cali me crazy, but do | see a new and 
exciting storyline emerging in my favorite 
Marvel mag? One that may include: Forge, 
Polaris (as a mutant She-Hulk?), a recovered 
Wolverine, neophyte-Jubilee as New X-Men, 
Moira McTaggert and Banshee as senior 
advisers; all to be led by the ever-interesting 
and complex Mutant-centric Magneto? 

| love it, but then again | love almost 
everything about Charles Xavier's "young" 
proteges. | say almost because | do have a 
couple of requests and questions. Please, 
somehow, let Havok, Rogue and Psylocke 
resurface from the depths of "The Siege 
Perilous." Havok was teally turning into a 
cynic; he grappled with and finally accepted 
the more “unsavory® aspects of being a 
“super-mutant’--killing other human beings. 
Rogue Is just Rogue and too amazing (in 
every way) to be killed off. And we all know 
that every mutant team needs a telepath, and 
Betsy is It. She just needs a touch of 
character development, maybe even a solo 
adventure or a love interest, and she would 
be set to go. Colossus could use a much 
needed vacation from battling “justice." After 
all Peter is just too sweet and good for the 
harsh and embittering Marvel world of 
ceaseless mutant-human antipathy. 


And what's the deal with Storm being 
reincarnated, yet reduced to pre-pubescent 
form? 

Anyway, guys and gals--| have mucho 
faith in you to keep me trekking down to the 
Village Comic Shop so | can visit with my 
favorite X-Pals. So until Wolverine has tea 
and crumpets with Lady Di and Fergie...Make 
Mine Marvel!! 


La Rose Parris 
(Address withheld by request) 
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